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T he  w a t e r  in the  ocean is salty. Everyone  knows  that .  Besides,  
it is v e r y  dense.  It is eas ie r  to sw im  in such w a t e r  than  in 
fresh water .  T h a t  is w h y  huge animals can live in the  ocean.  
T h e y  don ' t  have to sp end  a l o t  of  ene rgy  to move a round  in 
the  water .  T h e re  are  no such g ian ts  on ear th .

This  book  is ab ou t  some of  the se  animals.



OCTOPUS
O ur  s im ples t  pond  snails have re la t ives  in the  seas  and 
oceans.  And among them  are  huge oc topus  cepha lopods ,

Of  course ,  it would  be m ore  co r re c t  to call them thugs.  After 
all, it 's no t  the i r  legs th a t  g ro w  out of  the i r  heads  at all, bu t  
the i r  a rms.  With these  hands  oc topuses  use the i r  ten tac les  to 
catch c ru s taceans ,  small fish and o th e r s  m ar ine  animals.  When 
they  swim, they  pu t  all the i r  hands  to g e th e r  and get  a s tee r ing  
wheel .
With ten tac led  hands,  a large oc topus  can "hug" ten 
to twelve  peop le  at  once.

T ha t ' s  how  huge it is!



O ctopuses  are  pa in ted  impercept ibly ,  dimly. In a g ray ish -  
greenish ,  som et im es  yel low color.

So the  oc topus  sw am  to hunt.  He sp ra w le d  on the  sand  and 
tu rn e d  yellow, like sand.  The  c rabs  have come out  of  the i r  
she l te rs ,  they  don ' t  see  the  oc topus  at all they  come close to 
it and even climb on it. And tha t ' s  all he needs.

Instantly,  he g r a b b e d  th re e  c rabs  w i th  all eight  hands  at  once. 
This  is his  favori te food!

T h e  oc topus  hides  in the  seaweed ,  and then  it becom es  green,  
it 's coming,







GIANT SHARKS
Sharks  are  different .  T h e re  a re  d w a r f  sharks ,  a li ttle bi t  longer  
than  a pencil.  And the i r  w e igh t  is also v e r y  small,  only abou t  
two hund red  g rams.

And th e re  a re  g iant  sha rks  - up to tw e n ty  m e te rs  long and 
weighing  up to tw e n ty  Tons!

Th  ere  are  only two ty p e s  of  them: one is a wha le  shark ,  and 
the  o th e r  is called a g ian t  shark!



Giant sharks ,  desp i te  the i r  size, are  peaceful  and calm. Unlike 
o th e r  sharks ,  they  are  not  p r e d a to r s  and n eve r  a t tack  large 
animals — fish, oc topuses ,  seals  and dolphins.

And, of  course ,  they  n eve r  a t tack  people.

T h e se  sha rks  have a huge mouth,  from ea r  to ear, o r  ra ther ,  
from eye to eye. Four to five adul t  humans  can fit in the  mouth  
of  a g ian t  shark .  But the  tee th  are  v e r y  small, not  at all like 
those  of  o th e r  sharks .

Both g iant  sha rks  feed on the  t in ies t  m ar ine  animals  — 
c rus taceans ,  mollusks,  and fish fry.







Fountains a p p e a re d  above  the  surface  of  the  ocean.  It's a huge 
w ha le  — a s p e rm  wha le  tw e n ty  m e te r s  long, emit t ing  fountains 
from its s ingle blowhole .  This  is how  it b r e a th e s  — forcefully 
exhaling air  while  at the  w a te r ' s  surface,  forming a low 
fountain. T hen  it takes  a deep,  deep  brea th ,  takes  in a new  
p o r t io n  of  air, and dives back u n d e rw a te r ,  for an hou r  or  even 
one and a half!

T h e  s p e rm  w ha le  dives  to a t r e m e n d o u s  d ep th  — m ore  than  a 
tho u san d  mete rs .  It hun ts  th e re  for squid  and d e e p - s e a  fish.

Som et im es  it sw ims  for a long t ime, and it s t a r t s  to run  out  of  
air. T hen  the  s p e rm  whale,  o f  course ,  hu r r i e s  to the  surface.  It 
em erges  and brea thes . . .  It doesn' t  have gills like fish. After all, 
w ha les  are  not  fish, bu t  mammals .  When a m o th e r  wha le  gives 
b i r th  to a baby, she feeds it milk, just  like cats,  dogs,  cows, 
horses ,  lions, e lephants ,  monkeys,  and all o th e r  animals  do.

A baby  s p e rm  w ha le  d r inks  two hun d red  l i ters  of  milk a day! 
T h a t ' s  a lmos t  tw e n ty  buckets! T h a t ' s  w h y  it g row s  v e r y  fast. It 
gains th i r t y  or  even  fifty k i lograms a day!

An adul t  s p e rm  w ha le  ea ts  two to th re e  tons  of  squid or  fish a 
day. But it weighs  ab ou t  a hun d red  tons!

O f  all the  to o thed  whales ,  the  s p e rm  w ha le  is the  b iggest  of  
them all. A t r u e  giant!





STRIPED WHALE
In the  ocean,  th e re  are  huge ba leen  whales .  T h e y  don ' t  have 
tee th  at all; instead,  they  nave "whiskers"  g row ing  from the i r  
u p p e r  jaw! T h a t ' s  w h y  th ey ' r e  cal led ba leen  whales .

T h e se  "whiskers"  are  quite different  from those  of  o th e r  
animals,  like cats  or  dogs.

In whales ,  the  "whiskers" are  w id e  t r i an g u la r  plates  w i th  long, 
thin br is t les .  T he  b r is t l e s  are  t ight ly  in te rw oven ,  forming a 
dense  sieve.



When a wha le  sw ims  u n d e rw a te r ,  it opens  its huge mouth,  
w a t e r  passes  th rough  the  "sieve," and all the  t iny c ru s tacean s  
remain  on the  b r is t le s  of  the  mustache ,  which  it then  swal lows.

T ha t ' s  how  it feeds.

Some ba leen  w hales  are  also called s t r ip e d  whales .  Here's the  
thing. T h e y  have thick folds of  skin g a th e r e d  into p lea ts  on 
the i r  th ro a t  and belly. Water  flows clown these  folds, like 
channels,  w h e n  the  w ha le  sw ims  fo rw a rd  quickly.

T h e re  are  five dif ferent  species  of  s t r ip e d  w ha les  l iving in the  
ocean.

T he  la rges t  of  them  is the  blue s t r ip e d  whale.

One of  the  la rges t  blue  w ha les  eve r  caught,  m easured ,  and.. .





weighed ,  it w e ighed  one hun d red  and s ix ty  tons,  and its length 
w as  t h i r t y - t h r e e  mete rs .  This  means  tha t  if this w ha le  w e r e  
placed on the  g round  on its tail, it wou ld  be ta l ler  than  the  
ro o f  of  a t e n - s t o r y  building.

T ha t ' s  w h a t  an en o rm o u s  s t r ip e d  ba leen  wha le  it is!
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